[Dr. Henry Wigderson--the first neurosurgeon in Eretz-Israel].
The vision of Hadassah Medical Organization and the Hebrew University in Jerusalem was to establish a University Hospital where clinical excellence and high academic level will be the hallmark of its departments. More than seventy years ago, guided by this spirit, the leaders of the two institutions attempted to establish a department of neurosurgery, which, at the time in only a few countries, was making its initial steps as an independent discipline. It was only during World War II that Hadassah could bring over a specialist in neurosurgery who worked for nearly three years in the Hadassah Hospital on Mount Scopus. This article describes the way Dr. Henry Wigderson was selected to be the first neurosurgeon in Eretz-Israel, his activities and the incorporation of the idea, in spite of the disappointment caused by his departure, that even at times of distress, neurosurgery is not a luxury but an indispensable part of an forward-looking medical institution.